
The central theme of Oedipus the King 


Oedipus the king is also known as Oedipus Rex is a Greek tragedy, is treated as the most 
tragic play by Sophocles in the history of English Literature around 429 BCE. It tells the 
story of Oedipus, the king of Thebes, whose life unravels as he uncovers his own dark 
fate.Oedipus, the protagonist of Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex is a complex character of the play 
who embodies greatness and flaw. Undoubtedly, he is known for intelligence, warrior and a 
distinct personality solving the problems of his own people. He is committed to end the 
plague that afflicts the city of Thebes but is succumbed to his own tragic destiny. His 
intellect and reason comes to the people of Thebes when he succeeds to solve riddle of the 
Sphinx. But his arrogance and self defiance takes his to the fall when he refuses to accept 
the prophecy of Tiresias for the reason he has ability to control his kingdom through his 
reason and intelligence and deters prophecy by understanding it as the part of conspiracy 
rather a fate.


The play begins with the central idea as Thebes is undergoing a deadly disease, plague. 
Oedipus is informed by oracles through Creaon that the root cause of the deadly plague is 
the murderer of the old King, Laius present in the city. The deadly plague may come to an 
end when the murderer is either murdered or banished from the city. He summons Tiresias 
in investigate the reason of the plagues, he is told that he is himself the murderer of the 
previous king, Laius. Oedipus is shocked by the prophecy and by denial he ordered Tiresias 
to go back forcibly. Later on a Corinthian messenger later discloses Oedipus's true origins: 
abandoned as a baby due to a prophecy that he would kill his father and marry his mother. 
Oedipus unknowingly fulfilled this by slaying Laius (his real father) at a crossroads and 
wedding Jocasta (his mother), who rules as queen. Horrified, Jocasta hangs herself, and 
Oedipus blinds himself before exile.


Closely connected to this are a few supporting themes:


• Blindness vs. sight: Oedipus is intellectually sharp but spiritually blind. Tiresias, 
though physically blind, sees the truth. Oedipus gains true vision only after he blinds 
himself.


• Pride (hubris): Oedipus’s excessive confidence in his intelligence and authority 
prevents him from accepting warnings or advice.


• Search for truth: The play is driven by Oedipus’s relentless pursuit of truth, even 
when that truth leads to his own destruction.


• Human suffering and responsibility: Though fate controls events, Oedipus accepts 
moral responsibility for his actions, highlighting the tragic dignity of the hero.


In short, Oedipus the King presents a powerful tragic vision in which human effort clashes 
with divine destiny, revealing the limits of human knowledge and control.



